Information about Women of the ELCA
Publications and Resources:

Café:  It is an award-winning web-based magazine for young adult women who want to build community, participate in advocacy, and strengthen their faith. It incorporates a Lutheran perspective but is a great read for any woman who is interested in how faith can relate to every-day life.( www.boldcafe.org )
Gather:The magazine of Women of the ELCA, offers a mix of articles, theological reflections, devotions, and stories of comfort and challenge that help readers grow in faith and engage in ministry and action. Gather is published 10 times a year with combined issues in January/February and July/August. Many women (and enlightened men) in Lutheran and full-communion partner congregations read the magazine.  Gather is now available in a digital subscription for Kindle, iPad, or the computer.( www.gathermagazine.org )
Bold Connections: It is a free monthly e-newsletter of Women of the ELCA. Whether you participate a lot or a little in Women of the ELCA, you'll find helpful news and information on our programs and activities, and stories of how together we live out our purpose and mission.
Interchange and Intercambio:Interchange is our leadership newsletter sent by regular mail to Women of the ELCA leaders in congregational units, synodical organizations, and clusters and conferences. It contains organizational news, new resource information, programmatic updates, and more. Leaders are encouraged to share the contents with all the women in their group. It can also be downloaded in PDF format from our website.  Intercambio is the Spanish edition of Interchange. It is published online only.

Resources for Bible Study and Retreats:  Women of the ELCA offers free, downloadable program resources—in English and Spanish—to help you grow in faith and engage in ministry and action.  These are a breeze to download from www.welca.org. 
Daily Grace:  An app that is an on-the-go companion for your journey, offering a faith reflection every day. In these brief writings you’ll encounter God’s extravagant, boundless and often surprising grace. You can also receive it by email.

Blogs: These are found on the Women of the ELCA website.  They cover a wide range of topics and a variety of authors.
Ministries:

Justice: Women of the ELCA justice initiatives include combating commercial sexual exploitation, human trafficking and supporting families with special needs through our online resources. We advocate for racial and cultural equity through our anti-racism training and our cross-cultural programing. Women active in Women of the ELCA also work for justice by supporting partner organizations that lift up women and children such as the 1,000 Days Movement, Lutheran World Relief, and the Women’s Funding Network.

Discipleship:Women of the ELCA participants are active disciples in many ways. They practice the seven marks of discipleship: praying, studying, worshiping, inviting, encouraging, serving, and giving. Whether it be making quilts and health and school kits for Lutheran World Relief or studying the Bible together, or assisting in worship, they grow in faith and share what they’ve learned with friends and neighbors.
Raising up Healthy Women and Girls: Through this program we are educating women to care for themselves physically, spiritually, and emotionally.  We are sharing knowledge and experience in order to prevent women and girls from continuing today’s health risks tomorrow.  We are advocating for more research, particularly to hasten the elimination of heart disease and stroke in our lifetime.  Seed grants are available to congregational units to help these types of programs.
Scholarships: Two types of scholarships are offered.  Scholarships for Lutheran Laywomen provide assistance to Lutheran women studying for a career other than ordained ministry.The Herbert W. and Corinne Chilstrom Scholarship provides assistance to Lutheran women during their final year at an ELCA seminary.
Keeping Connected:  

Website:  Go to www.welca.org for more information about our ministries and the programs listed above and so much more.

Facebook:  Friend us on Facebook.  Keep up to date on what’s going on and chat with other women about all types of topics.

Twitter:  Follow us on Twitter and join in the conversation.
YouTube:  Did you miss Bishop Eaton’s address to the Triennial Gathering?  You can find it on YouTube and other interesting videos related to Women of the ELCA.

Podcasts:  Go to the iTunes store and find free informative podcasts as well as Daily Grace.

Pinterest: Check out our pinboard on Pinterest.  


Ways to Support Women of the ELCA Ministries:  

General Fund: This is the most immediate way to support all the ministries of Women of the ELCA.

Katie’s Fund:  It is an endowment that supports ministry in three areas:  leadership development, global connections, and living theology.

Thankofferings:  For more than 100 years, Lutheran women have given thanks to God and dollars to mission through Thankofferings.  These offerings support all our ongoing ministries.
Scholarships:  You can donate directly to our Scholarship programs.

Planned Giving:  Every year WELCA receive thousands of dollars from gifts that were planned years ago.

Faithful Friends:“Faithful Friends” is an easy way for you (or your congregational unit or your synodical organization) to give monthly to Women of the ELCA by automatic withdrawal from your checking account or by automatic charge to your credit card.

Thrivent Choice:  If you are a Thrivent customer you can now direct your Choice Dollars to Woman of the ELCA.  It is easy and painless.

AmazonSmile:  Now you can support Women of the ELCA with an even sweeter smile--- anAmazonSmile, that is. Sign up and the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5 percent of what you spend at Amazon to the churchwide women’s organization.

For more information about these and other ministries of Women of the ELCA go to www.welca.org, call the churchwide office at 800-638-3522, or talk with Jody Smiley (jd29smiley@comcast.net ).
Please share this information with the women in your congregation.
